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ABSTRACT

Quantum error mitigation (QEM) is essential for improving the reliability of noisy
intermediate-scale quantum (NISQ) devices, particularly as current platforms scale
toward 20 qubits where full quantum error correction remains infeasible. This project
evaluates and compares three major QEM strategies—Zero-Noise Extrapolation
(ZNE), Probabilistic Error Cancellation (PEC), and a machine learning-based
framework (ML-QEM)—to assess their effectiveness and scalability. Through
theoretical analysis and simulation study of ZNE under various noise models and
depth, we show that while ZNE significantly enhances fidelity for shallow circuits,
its effectiveness deteriorates rapidly in deeper or entangled circuits due to amplified
decoherence and extrapolation instability. PEC provides an unbiased solution by
inverting the noise channel but incurs prohibitive sampling and calibration costs in
circuits with more than a few qubits, limiting its scalability. To address these
limitations, we propose a modular ML-QEM approach that trains supervised models
on 2-qubit circuits and applies them to larger circuits using a patch-based strategy.
By incorporating hardware-aware and circuit-level features, the model aims to
generalize noise behavior without relying on full noise tomography or ideal outputs
during inference. While our ML implementation remains limited to simulated 4-qubit
circuits due to time and resource constraints, results imply the viability of this
framework as a scalable alternative. Rather than serving as a complete solution, this
patch-based ML approach is positioned as a forward-looking data-driven direction.
Overall, this study provides a comparative analysis of key QEM techniques and
contributes a proof-of-concept ML-QEM workflow that bridges small-scale training
with medium-scale application, offering practical potential into building adaptive

error mitigation strategies for future superconducting quantum hardware.

Keywords: Quantum Error Mitigation (QEM), Zero-Noise Extrapolation (ZNE),
Machine Learning (ML), Superconducting Qubits, Noisy Intermediate-Scale
Quantum (NISQ), Patch-Based Modeling

vi



TABLE OF CONTENTS

DECLARATION
APPROVAL FOR SUBMISSION

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ABSTRACT

TABLE OF CONTENTS

LIST OF TABLES

LIST OF FIGURES

CHAPTER

1
2

INTRODUCTION
BACKGROUND AND LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Superconducting Qubits and Target 20-Qubit Architecture
2.2 Quantum Error Mitigation Strategy
2.2.1 Quantum Error Correction Theory
2.2.2 Two Foundational Quantum Error Mitigation Strategies

2.2.3 Machine Learning-Based Quantum Error Mitigation

QUANTUM NOISE MODEL
3.1 Open Quantum System and Dynamical Map
3.1.1 Von Neumann equation from Kraus representation
3.2 Master Equation in Lindblad Formalism
3.2.1 Markov approximation
3.2.2 Lindblad form
3.3 Examples for Quantum Noise Model

3.3.1 Amplitude Damping

vii

ii
iii
vi
vii

viii

xi

® O &N & W W

13
13
15
16
16
17
19
19



3.3.2 Depolarizing Noise
3.3.3 Phase Damping

4 RESARCH METHODOLOGY
4.1 Zero Noise Extrapolation (ZNE) Method
4.1.1 Theoretical Framwork
4.1.2 Simulation Workflow
4.2 Machine Learning-Based Quantum Error Mitigation Method
4.2.1 Patch-Based ML-QEM Method
4.2.2 Simulation Setup and Backend Details
5 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
5.1 MSE vs. Noise Strength across Noise Types
5.2 Fidelity vs. Gate Type under Mixed Noise
5.3 Fidelity vs. Circuit Depth under Mixed Noise
5.4 ML-based results
5.5 Comparison and Discussion of QEM Strategies
6 CONCLUSION

6.1 Recommendation for Future Work

REFERENCES

viii

22
22

24
24
24
27
29
30
32
35
35
37
37
38
40
43
44

45



Figure 2.1:
Figure 2.2:
Figure 2.3:
Figure 2.4:
Figure 3.1:
Figure 3.2:
Figure 4.1:

Figure 5.1:

Figure 5.2:

Figure 5.3:

Figure 5.4:

Figure 5.4:

LIST OF FIGURES

Josephson junction and energy levels . . . . ... ... ...
Schematic of the IQM 20Q Garnet architecture. . . . . . . . .
Structure of the surfacecode.. . . . . . ... ... ... ...
ML-QEM Framework. . . . . .. .. ... ... .......
OpenSystemMap . . ... ... ... ... ... ......
System DynamicMap . . . . ... ... ... ........
ZNE recovery of (X) from a noisy Hadamard circuit under
amplitude damping noise. The extrapolated value closely ap-
proximates the ideal expectation. . . . . . . . ... ... ...
ZNE MSE vs Noise Parameter p under different noise models.
ZNE reduces MSE especially under phase damping. . . . . .
ZNE fidelity across different single-qubit gates on a mixed
noise model. ZNE improves fidelity consistently across all
testedgates. . . . . . .. ...
Fidelity vs circuit depth on real-device noise model with and
without ZNE. ZNE improves shallow circuits but degrades in

deeperomes.. . . . . . .. ...

ML-QEM performance analysis . . . . ... ... ......

Comparison of ML error mitigation MSE across different gate

13



Table 5.1:

LIST OF TABLES

Feasures across different patches



S meme™ z0 FQ

10, 1)
+), =)

~

Hp

S EESAS B O e A s BRS) tﬁﬁbﬁ@?gNgk@

LIST OF SYMBOLS /ABBREVIATIONS

specific mass flow rate, kg/s

height, m

error rate (gate or measurement)

noise channel (Kraus or Lindblad formalism)
quantum state (density matrix)

phase difference across Josephson junction
Josephson energy, £y = %
critical current of Josephson junction
charging energy, Ec = 2(#1@)
number of Cooper pairs
superconducting phase difference

qubit anharmonicity, « = Fy; — Ej
energy relaxation time

dephasing time

pure dephasing time

base error rate

error scaling exponent

computational basis states

Hadamard basis states

expectation value of observable O
Pauli-X (bit-flip) operator on qubit j
Pauli-Z (phase-flip) operator on qubit j
Vertex stabilizer (surface code)
Plaquette stabilizer (surface code)
density matrix

system/environment Hilbert spaces
amplitude damping probability
amplitude damping rate, v = 'At
thermal population of excited state (GAD)
inverse temperature, 3 = 1/kgT
energy gap, € = €5 — €1

depolarizing probability

phase damping probability

phase damping rate, v = T At

xi



Oz,0y,02

HtOt

Hegr

Usp

ly

Pauli-X /Y /2

€Enoisy

EML

N

decay constant (GAD)

Pauli matrices

raising operator, o, = |1) (0|

lowering operator, o = |0) (1]
Liouvillian superoperator

identity operator

anti-commutator, AB + BA

Kraus operator (for channel £)

Lindblad operator (dissipative processes)
Total Hamiltonian (Hgs + Hg + Hin)

Effective system Hamiltonian

Unitary operator for system-environment evolution

Euclidean norm

Pauli spin operators

energy relaxation time

dephasing time

Controlled-NOT gate

noise-dependent Liouvillian superoperator
noisy expectation value at noise strength \
ideal (noise-free) expectation value
noise decay constant

noise strength parameter

noise scaling factor (gate folding count)
statistical error or model bias
ZNE-extrapolated zero-noise estimate
exponential fitting parameters

feature vector for patch p

ideal output vector for patch p

model parameters for patch p
regression model for patch p
expectation value of Pauli-Z on qubit ¢
{5 error of noisy outputs

{5 error of ML-mitigated outputs
number of qubits or patches

unitary gate operation

noise channel with strength A

xii



H

R, R, R,
S, T

Tr

Var

F(p, o)
R2
Pearson r
Fidelity

ly

CX

NISQ
QEC
QEM
ZNE

PEC

ML

IQM 20Q Gar-
net

Qiskit
crosstalk
gate fidelity
GST
MWPM
RF

GNN
SEM

LC oscillator
CPTP
GAD

kg

MSE

p

v

Hadamard gate

single-qubit rotation gates

phase gates

trace operation

variance

quantum state fidelity
Coefficient of Determination
Pearson Correlation Coefficient
Quantum State Fidelity (F'(p, o))
Euclidean Norm Error
Controlled-X (CNOT) Gate
Noisy Intermediate-Scale Quantum
Quantum Error Correction
Quantum Error Mitigation
Zero-Noise Extrapolation
Probabilistic Error Cancellation
Machine Learning

A specific quantum processor (20-qubit chip)

Quantum Information Software Kit
unwanted qubit interactions

measure of quantum gate accuracy

Gate Set Tomography

Minimum-Weight Perfect Matching (decoder)
Random Forest (ML model)

Graph Neural Network

Scanning Electron Microscope
Inductor-Capacitor harmonic oscillator
Completely Positive Trace-Preserving (map)
Generalized Amplitude Damping
Boltzmann constant

Mean Squared Error

Noise Strength Parameter

PEC Sampling Overhead Factor
Depolarizing Noise Channel

Inverse Noise Channel

Ideal Unitary Operation

xiii



Maximally Mixed State

Local Qubit Subset (e.g., (0,1))
Patch-Specific Regression Model
Model Parameters for Patch p

Xiv



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Quantum computation promises significant advantages over classical computing in solv-
ing certain classes of problems, such as integer factorization, quantum simulation, and
combinatorial optimization. However, the practical realization of this advantage faces the
challenge of unavoidable errors in physical quantum devices. The current period is what
John Preskill has termed the “Noisy Intermediate-Scale Quantum” (NISQ) era (Preskill,
2018). These hardware limitations pose critical challenges to performing accurate and

scalable quantum computations.

In the long term, achieving fully fault-tolerant quantum computers is considered the ulti-
mate goal. This requires the implementation of Quantum Error Correction (QEC), which
corrects errors in real time, ensuring that computations remain stable and accurate. How-
ever, these schemes typically demand gate fidelities exceeding 99.9%, low crosstalk, and
hundreds to thousands of physical qubits per logical qubit. These requirements exceed the
capabilities of today’s quantum hardware, where gate fidelities, connectivity, and qubit
counts are still limited (Cai et al., 2023).

In light of these constraints, an alternative line of research has emerged: quantum error
mitigation (QEM). Unlike error correction, which encodes and protects quantum infor-
mation throughout the computation, error mitigation seeks to post-process or restructure
the computation to suppress the impact of noise, without requiring additional qubit re-
sources. Early foundational work by (Temme et al., 2017) introduced two principal QEM
approaches: zero-noise extrapolation (ZNE) and probabilistic error cancellation (PEC).
These methods have since been extensively developed and tested across a variety of hard-

ware platforms.

Nevertheless, while QEM techniques have demonstrated clear improvements in shallow,
low-qubit-number circuits, their scalability remains in question. PEC, for instance, re-
quires prior noise characterization and an exponential number of samples with increasing
qubit count, making it intractable for medium-sized devices (Song et al., 2019). ZNE,
though more lightweight in implementation, suffers from numerical instability and fitting
uncertainties as circuit depth or system size grows (Khan et al., 2024). These limitations
are now well documented in the literature: (Takagi et al., 2022) and (Tsubouchi et al.,

2023) both derive rigorous lower bounds showing exponential sampling cost scaling in



general Markovian noise settings, while (Qin et al., 2023) further illustrate sublinear error

suppression limits even with optimal protocols.

As modern quantum processors begin to reach the 20-100 qubit scale, there is growing
interest in hybrid or learning-based QEM approaches (Liao et al., 2024). These meth-
ods leverage machine learning (ML) to statistically model the relationship between noisy
circuit outcomes and ideal observables, often without requiring complete noise reconstruc-
tion. This trend reflects a broader shift in NISQ-era mitigation research: from analytically
structured methods toward data-driven strategies that may offer better scalability and prac-

tical deployment on noisy quantum hardware.

With the ultimate target at the IQM 20Q Garnet chip’s hardware, our goal is twofold:
to evaluate the effectiveness of classical QEM methods such as ZNE, and to explore the
potential of supervised ML models to learn noise-aware corrections across realistic multi-
qubit settings. To this end, we first establish a theoretical framework for describing noise
using Kraus and Lindblad formalisms, and then implement mitigation protocols across
simulated circuits with various depths, gate configurations, and noise models. The project
contributes to the ongoing effort in making scalable, near-term quantum computation more
reliable by assessing the capabilities and limitations of different QEM strategies under

realistic constraints.

Although all simulations are performed on Qiskit’s noise-aware simulator using realis-
tic models, the study contribute to a deeper understanding of error mitigation in realistic
superconducting architectures and inform strategies for future deployment on mid-scale

quantum devices.



CHAPTER 2

BACKGROUND AND LITERATURE REVIEW

In this section, prior work was surveyed on quantum error mitigation (QEM) with a par-
ticular focus on its applicability to medium-scale superconducting quantum processors.
This section first review the characteristics of basic superconducting qubit and our target
architecture, then analyze mainstream QEM strategies—Zero Noise Extrapolation (ZNE),
Probabilistic Error Cancellation (PEC), and Machine Learning-based QEM (ML-QEM)—

in terms of principles, scalability, and limitations.

2.1 Superconducting Qubits and Target 20-Qubit Superconducting
Architecture

Superconducting qubits are among the most mature platforms for quantum computation,
widely adopted by industrial systems such as IBM Q, Google Sycamore, and IQM’s Gar-
net architecture. These qubits are realized using electrical circuits based on Josephson
junctions, which introduce nonlinear inductance, called Josephson junction, essential for
defining discrete and controllable energy levels (Clarke & Wilhelm, 2008; Koch et al.,
2007).

With their core shown in Fig.2.1, unlike a simple harmonic oscillator, which has equally
spaced energy levels, the anharmonicity in superconducting qubits provides a nonlinear in-
ductance that breaks the harmonicity of the oscillator, ensuring uneven energy levels. The
SEM image and circuit diagram of a typical superconducting qubit is shown in Fig.2.1.
This property allows the qubit to isolate two specific levels, typically denoted as ground
state and excited state (used as the computational |0) and |1) states), to act as the compu-

tational basis states.
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Figure 2.1: Josephson junction and energy levels
(1) The SEM image showcases the physical realization of a Josephson junction.
(2) Equivalent circuit models and energy spectra:

(a) LC oscillator with harmonic potential

(b) Equally spaced energy levels

(c) Josephson junction creates anharmonicity

(d) Unequal level spacing enables qubit control

(Blue dashed curve: harmonic approximation)

The effective Hamiltonian of the circuit can be derived by quantizing the phase variable
¢ across the junction. The potential energy of the circuit is described by the Josephson

potential:

U(¢) = —E;cos(¢), (1)

where ¢ is the phase difference across the junction, and £; = % is the Josephson energy,

with /.. being the critical current of the junction.

The Hamiltonian of a superconducting qubit can be approximated as:
H =4FEcn? — Ejcos g, (2)

where Eo = 2(#io‘])is the charging energy, £ is the Josephson energy, n is the number of
Cooper pairs, and ¢ is the superconducting phase difference across the Josephson junction.
By expanding the cosine term to second order around its minimum, the Hamiltonian ap-
proximates that of a quantum harmonic oscillator:

1
H ~ 4Ecn® + §EJ¢2. (3)



The energy levels of this harmonic oscillator are equidistant. However, the higher-order
terms from the cosine expansion introduce anharmonicity, leading to non-equidistant en-
ergy levels:

E,, = mhw — %m(m - 1), 4)

where m is the energy level index, w is the qubit frequency, and « is the anharmonicity.

The anharmonicity is defined as:
a = Fy — Ey, )

where E5; and F are the energy differences between the first two transitions.

This anharmonicity is essential for preventing leakage into higher energy levels during
qubit operations. It enables precise control of the |0) <+ |1) transition, which is the basis
for quantum gates. However, the anharmonicity also makes these qubits sensitive to en-
vironmental noise, such as electromagnetic interference and thermal fluctuations, which

must be carefully mitigated to achieve high-fidelity operations.

The operational reliability of superconducting qubits is characterized by two coherence
times: 7} (energy relaxation time) and 75 (dephasing time). These parameters are influ-
enced by noise from material defects, stray electromagnetic fields, and control line imper-

fections (Kjaergaard et al., 2020). The relationship between them is:

1 1 1

[ 6
T, 2T, T, ©)

where T} is the pure dephasing time caused by low-frequency noise. These coherence
limitations directly impact the fidelity of quantum gates and the accumulation of noise in

multi-qubit circuits.

Target Device: 20-Qubit Superconducting Architecture

This work focuses on a representative 20-qubit superconducting architecture as our target
platform, the IQM 20Q Garnet chip. The figure.2.2 can see the key components: qubits
in red area are coupled through bus resonators that enable interactions during multi-qubit
gates. Qubit drive lines control the state of individual qubits, while readout resonators
measure the states of the qubits via shared readout lines. Readout lines further allow in-

formation from multiple readout resonators to be extracted through a common path.

The performance of the IQM 20Q Garnet chip is limited by various noise sources inherent
to the qubit design and environmental interactions. These errors arise from interactions

with the environment and limitations in the hardware. Amplitude damping and dephasing,



for example, are sensitive to environmental factors such as electromagnetic fluctuations
and low-frequency flux noise, which can induce energy relaxation and coherence loss. The
qubit drive lines and readout resonators, essential for qubit state manipulation and mea-
surement, can also introduce imperfections in signal delivery, contributing to depolarizing
noise and exacerbating thermal fluctuations, leading to generalized amplitude damping.
By mitigating various noise sources in the design, this project aims to achieve higher fi-
delity operations and establish a foundation for implementing advanced noise mitigation
strategies.

Readout line
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Figure 2.2: Schematic of the IQM 20Q Garnet architecture: Red blocks represent qubits;

horizontal bus resonators enable entangling gates; readout and control lines are shared across mul-
tiple elements.

Given the severe limitations imposed by such noise processes on circuit depth and fidelity,
especially in mid-scale superconducting devices, quantum error mitigation strategies—an
emerging class of techniques designed to enhance computational accuracy without requir-
ing full fault tolerance—are now reviewed in detail.

2.2 Quantum Error Mitigation Strategy

2.2.1 Quantum Error Correction

Quantum error correction (QEC)(Nielsen & Chuang, 2010) is a foundational framework
that enables fault-tolerant quantum computation by actively detecting and correcting errors
during computation. Physical qubits are inherently noisy, suffering from bit-flip (|0) <«

|1)) and phase-flip (|+) <> |—)) errors due to interactions with their environment, such



as amplitude damping, dephasing, or crosstalk. Without mitigation, these errors rapidly

accumulate and corrupt quantum information.

To counteract this, QEC encodes a logical qubit into multiple physical qubits. A simple
example is the three-qubit repetition code, which protects against bit-flips via redundancy.
More advanced codes, like the Shor code and Steane code, correct both bit-flip and phase-
flip errors using a combination of stabilizer measurements and classical decoding. These
codes follow the stabilizer formalism, wherein the quantum state is projected onto a sub-
space stabilized by a commuting set of Pauli operators. Any deviation from this subspace

indicates the occurrence and location of an error.

The Surface Code: A Scalable QEC Architecture Among all error-correcting codes,
the surface code is widely regarded as the most scalable and hardware-friendly scheme for
near-term fault-tolerant quantum computation (Devitt et al., 2013; Fowler et al., 2012). As
shown in figure2.3, it arranges physical qubits on a two-dimensional lattice, where local
stabilizer measurements detect both bit-flip and phase-flip errors. Its geometric locality
makes it compatible with superconducting qubit architectures, which often feature planar

layouts.
The surface code defines two types of stabilizers:

* Vertex operators (or X-type) detect bit-flip errors:

A= I x5

jéEstar(v)

* Plaquette operators (or Z-type) detect phase-flip errors:

B,= | %

j€boundary(p)

A surface code of lattice size d x d defines a single logical qubit using d? physical qubits,
achieving fault-tolerance thresholds near 1% error rates under realistic noise. Errors are
identified by measuring stabilizer eigenvalues, known as the syndrome, and are corrected
using classical decoding algorithms such as Minimum-Weight Perfect Matching (MWPM)
or machine learning-based decoders.

Despite its theoretical elegance, full-fledged QEC remains out of reach for current noisy
intermediate-scale quantum (NISQ) devices. Implementing surface code error correction

requires:



Qubits

Figure 2.3: Structure of the surface code: Qubits are positioned on edges, with vertex (X-
type) and plaquette (Z-type) stabilizers defined on nodes and faces respectively. Local measure-
ments detect and localize bit-flip and phase-flip errors (Devitt et al., 2013).

* Hundreds to thousands of high-fidelity physical qubits per logical qubit;
* Fast and repeated mid-circuit stabilizer measurements;
* Real-time feedback and decoding.

These demands exceed the capabilities of today’s quantum hardware, where gate fidelities,
connectivity, and qubit counts are still limited. Moreover, even basic QEC implementa-
tions often require hardware-level customizations not yet supported on general-purpose
quantum platforms like IBM Q or Rigetti.(Murali et al., 2019)

Consequently, quantum error mitigation (QEM) has emerged as a practical alternative for
near-term quantum computation. Unlike QEC, QEM does not require redundancy or mid-
circuit operations, but instead relies on statistical and algorithmic techniques to reduce
noise effects during post-processing. This study focus on QEM as a more viable strat-
egy for improving the accuracy of computations on 20-qubit superconducting platforms.
The following sections review existing QEM techniques, including zero noise extrapola-
tion (ZNE), probabilistic error cancelation (PEC), and machine learning-based approaches,

along with their strengths and limitations in realistic settings.



2.2.2 Foundational

Two foundational QEM techniques—Zero-Noise Extrapolation (ZNE) and Probabilistic
Error Cancellation (PEC)—were introduced by Temme (Temme et al., 2017) . ZNE esti-
mates the zero-noise limit of an observable by executing the same circuit at scaled noise
levels and performing Richardson extrapolation or some other fitting models to infer the
ideal result. PEC, in contrast, performs quasiprobabilistic resampling over a reconstructed
inverse noise model, effectively canceling noise through statistical inversion of quantum

channels.

These methods are notable for requiring no additional qubits or error-correcting codes.
Because it operates at the level of circuit scheduling and measurement post-processing, it
can be deployed on virtually any quantum platform without requiring modifications to the
device or extensive noise characterization. Experimental studies on real quantum devices,
such as those by Khan(Khan et al., 2024), have demonstrated that ZNE can significantly

improve measurement accuracy, especially in shallow circuits and for simple observables.

However, both ZNE and PEC suffer from fundamental scalability issues. As originally
noted by Temme(Temme et al., 2017), the sampling cost for accurate extrapolation or can-
cellation grows exponentially with the number of qubits and circuit depth. Theoretical
studies by Takagi et al.(Takagi et al., 2022) and Tsubouchi et al.(Tsubouchi et al., 2023)
have rigorously demonstrated that the variance of mitigated observables grows exponen-
tially under general Markovian noise. Even in favorable settings like global depolariz-
ing noise, they showed that extrapolation becomes prohibitively expensive without strong
noise structure assumptions. From a statistical standpoint, (Qin et al., 2023) demonstrated
that while mitigation reduces bias, it does not eliminate variance: the residual error after
extrapolation scales sublinearly as O(egN7), with v ~ 0.5, where N is the gate count.
This behavior, rooted in the law of large numbers, implies diminishing returns for deeper

circuits even under ideal extrapolation.

In the context of this project, these scalability issues are particularly salient. Our simula-
tions confirm that while ZNE can recover expectation values with reasonable accuracy for
circuits involving fewer than 10 qubits or with depth less than 15 layers, its performance
degrades rapidly beyond this regime. For instance, when applied to 20-qubit random cir-
cuits with moderate depth, the extrapolated values exhibit strong fluctuations, and fitting
becomes unreliable regardless of the extrapolation order. In some cases, the extrapolated
results even fall outside the physically plausible range (e.g., [-1, 1]) for Pauli expectation

values), further highlighting the numerical instability.



In practice, additional complications arise due to the assumption that artificial noise scaling—
such as repeated gate insertions—faithfully reflects the underlying logical noise. This as-
sumption breaks down in real devices where noise is non-static, context-dependent, and
may include correlated crosstalk or drift over time. For example, hardware studies such as
those by Khan et al. (Khan et al., 2024) have reported non-monotonic or erratic extrapo-

lation behavior in mid-depth circuits, attributable to such non-idealities.

Probabilistic error cancellation offers theoretical advantages: it can, in principle, exactly
invert Markovian noise processes. However, PEC requires complete knowledge of the
device’s noise profile, typically obtained via gate set tomography (GST) or randomized
benchmarking. Song et al. (Song et al., 2019) demonstrated PEC on 1- and 2-qubit super-
conducting circuits, successfully reconstructing noise channels and performing quasiprob-
ability resampling. While error suppression was achieved, even these minimal implemen-
tations required considerable sampling resources and calibration overhead. The sampling
cost of PEC also grows exponentially with system size, making its application to circuits

with more than 10 qubits practically infeasible.

Given that our target system is a 20-qubit processor with only simulated access and no
detailed noise characterization, PEC is not a feasible choice for this study. PEC thus was

excluded from our simulations and focused instead on scalable alternatives.

These theoretical and practical insights underscore the need for alternative or hybrid QEM
strategies like combining with readout error mitigation, dynamical decoupling, or machine
learning.(Cai et al., 2023)) This motivates the core of our study: exploring the use of su-
pervised machine learning for quantum error mitigation in 20-qubit settings. Unlike ana-
lytical methods, ML-based QEM learns the statistical relationship between noisy and ideal
outputs directly from data, offering potential scalability and generalization to complex,

hardware-specific noise that traditional methods struggle to address.

A comprehensive review by Cai(Cai et al., 2023) categorizes QEM techniques into three
primary classes: extrapolation-based (e.g., ZNE), probabilistic (e.g., PEC), and machine
learning—based approaches. The review emphasizes that while PEC is theoretically opti-
mal for certain noise models, its practical scalability is hindered by the exponential growth
in required samples and noise characterization complexity. In contrast, ZNE requires less
overhead but becomes unreliable in deeply layered or structurally irregular circuits. Impor-
tantly, the authors highlight machine learning (ML) as a potentially scalable QEM strategy,
owing to its ability to learn from statistical correlations in data without requiring explicit

knowledge of the full noise model.

10



2.2.3 Machine Learning Approaches to Quantum Error Mitigation

Motivated by the limitations of conventional QEM methods, machine learning-based quan-
tum error mitigation (ML-QEM) has emerged as a promising alternative, particularly for
large-scale or structurally irregular quantum circuits. A prominent framework in this di-
rection is proposed by Liao et al.(Liao et al., 2024), who introduce a general ML-QEM
pipeline consisting of three stages: encoding, execution, and prediction (Fig.2.4). In the
encoding stage, circuit-level features (e.g., gate types, depth, topology) and hardware-
specific metadata (e.g., 11, 15, gate fidelities) are extracted as input to a learning model.
During execution, the circuit is run on a noisy quantum processor to collect observables

~

such as expectation values (O)ngisy. A supervised ML model—typically a random forest or
neural network—is then trained to predict the ideal outcome (O)target, using noiseless sim-
ulations of small-scale circuits as reference labels. Once trained, this model can mitigate
errors without further circuit repetitions, significantly reducing runtime and calibration
overhead. Their results show that random forest (RF) models offer a favorable trade-off
between accuracy and efficiency, outperforming ZNE in several benchmark settings while

requiring fewer resources.
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Figure 2.4: ML-QEM Framework:
A quantum circuit is encoded into circuit and hardware features. These, along with the noisy ex-

A~

pectation value (O)poisy, are input into a trained machine learning model, which predicts the ideal

outcome (O)mii. The model is trained on small circuits with known (O)arget.

Our work follows this direction but with additional constraints: since ideal data from large-
scale circuits are unavailable, a local-to-global strategy inspired by Czarnik et al. (Czarnik
et al., 2021) was adopted. Specifically, this study trained a regression model on small-

scale circuits whose ideal results can be efficiently simulated under a realistic noise model.
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These are then used to train regression models (e.g., random forest) and deploy them on
structurally similar large circuits. This modular strategy bypasses the need for ideal out-
puts on large test circuits while still capturing key noise behaviors. Such a decoupling of

training and inference also enhances portability across devices with similar characteristics.

Other notable contributions reinforce the growing diversity of ML-QEM strategies Kim
(Kim et al., 2022) applied neural networks to mitigate readout errors by learning nonlin-
ear mappings from raw measurement outcomes to ideal bitstrings. Lee and Park(Lee &
Park, 2023) introduced transfer learning techniques to extend trained models from 7- to
13-qubit systems, relying on conditional independence assumptions. Meanwhile, Srushti
et al. (Patil et al., 2025) proposed a graph neural network (GNN) approach that encodes
hardware topology and gate noise into graph structures, enabling generalization across dif-

ferent device layouts using shallow subcircuits for training.

Together, these works illustrate a unifying theme: ML-QEM methods exploit local struc-
ture, statistical regularities, and minimal supervision to overcome the cost barriers of tradi-
tional techniques. They do so by learning mappings either from raw data (e.g., observables)

or from engineered features, avoiding the need for explicit inversion of quantum channels.

This study prioritize interpretability and practicality. Rather than mimicking prior mitiga-
tion results (as done in Liao’s mimicry variant), our models are trained to directly predict
ideal observables from noisy outputs and encoded circuit/device features. This reduces
reliance on auxiliary methods like ZNE or PEC and enables simpler deployment across
simulated architectures. Furthermore, by selecting small, classically simulable subcircuits
for training, this study ensure compatibility with current NISQ-era simulators while laying

the groundwork for extension to real hardware.

12



CHAPTER 3

QUANTUM NOISE MODEL

Quantum error mitigation strategies, such as those discussed above, rely fundamentally on
the statistical relationship between noisy and ideal quantum measurements. To model and
mitigate these errors effectively—especially in the absence of full device calibration—one
must understand the underlying structure of quantum noise. The primary noise sources
affecting the IQM 20Q chip include amplitude damping, generalized amplitude damping,
dephasing, and depolarizing noise. These errors are often described by noise channels,
which can be characterized using either Kraus operators or Lindblad master equations,

depending on the nature of the system.

3.1 Open Quantum Systems and Dynamical Map

For open quantum systems, the environment (or reservoir) interacts with the system, lead-
ing to the exchange of quantum information—such as populations, coherence, and correlations—

between the two, as shown in Figure 3.1. This interaction causes:

* Dissipative effects: Quantum information, including energy and coherence, is irre-

versibly lost from the system to the reservoir.

* Non-Markovian effects: Part of this lost information temporarily flows back from
the reservoir to the system, restoring coherence or reducing entropy. In this work,

we adopt the information backflow definition of non-Markovianity.

After such an interaction, the pure initial state of a system transitions to a statistical mixture
of pure states with respective probabilities. This transition, where a pure state evolves into

a mixed state, is known as decoherence.

To analyze the dynamics of an open quantum system, one considers it as a subsystem of a
larger closed system S + B, where B represents the environment (or bath) adjoined to the
principal system S. The total Hilbert space is given by H = Hg ® Hp. The initial state
of the total system is assumed to be separable:

psB = Ps @ pa, (7)

which is an important assumption for the subsequent CPTP map. The purity is without
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Figure 3.1: Open System Map

loss of generality because one can always purify the environmental state by introducing
an even bigger environment and this does not affect the dynamics of the principal system
itself.

Since the total system is closed, the total system evolves unitarily:

p(t) = Usp(ps @ ps)Uly.

U

Tr B

&
)

Figure 3.2: System Dynamic Map

To obtain the evolution of the principle system S only, the environmental degrees of free-
dom will be traced out and then the reduced density matrix of the system can be represented

by the Kraus operator-sum representation:

ps(t) = Trp(U(p ® lep) (ep| UT)) ZKnPKT-
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The Kraus operators K, acting on the system’s Hilbert space Hg are defined asK,, =
(kp|Uspleg) where {|kg)} is an orthogonal basis for the environment’s Hilbert space H g,

and |ep) is the environment’s initial state.

As the fig.3.2, a quantum channel £ describes the principle system’s evolving under the
influence of the environment. It is represented as a completely positive trace-preserving
(CPTP) map:

= K.pK]. (8)

where the Kraus operators encode the non-unitary effects of environmental interactions on
the system, including decoherence and dissipation. And to ensure that the evolution of the

open system is physically valid, the Kraus operators must satisfy two key conditions:

1. Trace preservation: The map preserves the trace of the density matrix, ensuring that

probabilities remain normalized:

Y KiK, =1, )

where I is the identity operator.

2. Complete positivity: The map preserves positivity not only for the system’s state but
also for any larger composite system. Physically, if £ is applied on a subsystem, it
produces a semi-positive definite physical state. Mathematically, for any extended
Hilbert space Hg ® Hpg, the map £ ® [ is positive:

E®1g(pse) >0, Vpsg > 0. (10)

3.1.1 Von Neumann equation from Kraus representation

(Chia et al., 2016) The evolution of closed quantum systems is governed by the Von Neu-
mann equation, which is a generalization of the Schrédinger equation for mixed states.
While the Schrodinger equation describes the evolution of pure states, the Von Neumann
equation captures the time evolution of the density matrix of the system, p(¢), under a

Hamiltonian H.

Starting from Kraus evolution over an infinitesimal time interval At:

p(t + At) = ZK (At p(t) KT (AL),

where > K[ (At)K,(At) = I and assume that there is only one Kraus operator given by

a unitary matrix.
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Unitary Evolution (First Order): For a closed system, the presence of only one Kraus

operator is assumed, represented by a unitary matrix:
Ko(At) = U(At) = e A = T — i HAL + O(AL?),
Substituting this into the Kraus representation:
p(t + At) = Kop()K§ = p(t) — iA[H, p(t)],
Dividing by At and taking the limit to zero, we arrive at the Von Neumann equation:

p(t) = —ilH, p(t)].
3.2 Master Equation in Lindblad Formalism

While the Von Neumann equation provides a foundation for understanding the evolution of
closed systems, real-world quantum systems are rarely isolated. Interactions with the envi-
ronment introduce noise and dissipation, requiring a more general framework to describe

the non-unitary evolution of open systems.

The dynamics of open quantum systems can be effectively described by the master equa-
tion, which provides a framework for understanding both coherent and dissipative effects.
This section explores the master equation in the context of the Lindblad formalism, begin-
ning with the Markov approximation, followed by a brief discussion of the Kraus repre-
sentation as a foundation for the Lindblad form.

3.2.1 Markov approximation

(OpenCourseWare, 2012) In many physical scenarios, the interaction between the princi-
ple system and its environment is weak, and the environment’s correlation time is very
short. This allows the use of the Markov approximation, which assumes that the system’s
evolution is memoryless and local in time. Under this approximation, the environment
rapidly “’forgets” the information it acquires from the system, preventing any significant
feedback. This condition holds if the correlation time of the environment, ¢y, is much
shorter than the coarse-grained time scale 0t a5 OVer which the system’s evolution is ob-
served, which in turn must be much shorter than the system’s damping time 0¢gamp, 1.€.,
0tp < Oleoarse < Olgamp- When this separation of time scales is satisfied, the system’s
evolving can be described by a master equation, which is a first-order differential equation
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dp o plt+AD=p(t)
dt At

tion captures both the coherent Hamiltonian dynamics and the dissipative effects caused

governing the time evolution of the density matrix p(?): . This descrip-

by the environment.

3.2.2 Lindblad form
The reduced density matrix p(t) of the system evolves according to the master equation:

a _

where L is the Liouvillian superoperator. For Markovian dynamics, the master equa-
tion takes the Lindblad form, a general form consistent with complete positivity and trace

preservation: .
£l = .+ X (Lot] - G200 ) (1)
J
Here:
* H is the Hermitian Hamiltonian describing a coherent evolution of the system.
* L; are Lindblad operators representing dissipative processes due to the environment.

* {x,y} = xy + yr denotes the anti-commutator.

Short derivation of the Lindblad form

The total Hamiltonian of the system, including the principal system (5), the environment

(B), and their interaction (int), is written as:
Hi = Hs + Hp + Hin,

where:
Hipe = Z Sk ® By,
k

and S, are operators acting on the system’s Hilbert space H g, while By act on the envi-

ronment’s Hilbert space H g.

The unitary evolution operator for the total system is expanded to the second order in At:

. 1
Er(At) = e HoA o T G H (At — §(HtotAt)2 + O(A).
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Using the second-order expansion of & (At), the total density matrix evolves as:

prot(t + At) = &ot(At)Ptot(t)gtTot(At)
= Prot(t)

— 1At [Htota ptot(t)]

At?

- T(Htot [Htotaptot(t)} + [Htotaptot(t)}Htot)

+ O(A#).

where each line represent the contributions to the state at time t in terms of increasing order.

To study the dynamics of the principal system alone, the trace is taken over the bath:

ps(t + At) = Trp[pw(t + At)].

For the first-order term:

Trp( — iAt[Hy, pot(t)]) = —iAtTrg[Hs + Hp + Hin, piot(t)] = —iAt[Hegr, ps].-

For a large environment, one expects its state to be close to a thermal state pp = ~e~5/*T

and to be decorrelated from the principal system, i.e. pi:(t) approx ps) tensor pp. Insuch
acase [Hp, pp] = 0 and Her = ... (Details omitted here, as this term simply encodes the

static average effect of the environment.)

Here, Trp [H B, ptot} = () assuming no initial correlations, and the remaining effective sys-
tem Hamiltonian becomes Hey = Hg + Y, 5 Sk, where 5, = Trg[Bypg).

For the second-order term:

At? At? ) ; )
TrB( - T [Htot[Htoty /)tot(t)]]) = —TTI“B [Hintpint(t) - 2Hintpint<t)Him + Pint(t)Hint]
(12)
1
=AY (Lupsl = 5{ELLe s} ) (13)
k

Weak coupling and the Markov approximation permit the omission of the second-order
term TrB (—ATtQ [Hg, [Hs, pg]]) = 0. Coarse-graining over dtcoarse > Oty further en-

forces rapid decay of reservoir correlations, eliminating memory effects (TrB[B kT (t')Bi(t)pp o

S 6 (t — )]).
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As a result, the interaction term will be:

Hi = Hi\ Hi = (Z Sl ® BT/) <Z Sk ® Bk) = Z (SLS, ® B By).
k k

kK
Combining this result with the first-order term,

1
ps(t + At) = ps(t) — iAt[Heg, ps] + At Z (LkPSLL - §{L£Lk> Ps}>>
3

For the entire evolution:

p(t+ At) = Kop(t)K§ + ) | KnpKf,
k

Assume the no-jump evolution K corresponding to the coherent part of the evolution
Ko =1+ At(—iH + K) + O(At?),

where H = Hgand K = —% Yok L,TCLk, with L, being the Lindblad operators describing

transitions due to reservoir interactions.

The jump evolution K, for higher order (n > 0 )describe dissipative processes: K, =

VAL, + O(t3/?)

Taking the limit At — 0, the Lindblad equation is obtained, consisting of the unitary term

and dissipative term:

90 = L1 = il 0] + Y- (Lap)] ~ JELLu o0} )

3.3 Examples for Quantum Noise Models

The following sections explore four fundamental noise models(Havel, 2003)(Nielsen &
Chuang, 2010): amplitude damping, generalized amplitude damping, phase damping, and
depolarizing noise. These models describe common physical noise processes. The noise
process channel is represented as a completely positive trace-preserving (CPTP) map:

E(p) = K. pK],
where K, are the Kraus operators satisfying completeness condition: /| g Ko+ K I K =1
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3.3.1 Amplitude Damping

Amplitude damping is a model that describes energy loss from a quantum system to its en-
vironment. For example, it models processes like spontaneous emission, where a quantum

system transitions from the excited state |1) to the ground state |0).

1) = [to)  (e.g., decay [1) — |0))

System-Environment Interaction: Let the system be coupled to the environment in the

initial state |0g). The joint evolution under a operation & is:

£10)s510) g = 10)s]0) &
EM)sl0)r = /1 —=71)s|0) e + /7]0)s[1)E,

where 7 is the probability of decay during the interaction.

Kraus Operators: To describe the system’s reduced dynamics, project the environment’s

state and trace it out. The Kraus operators satisfying the completeness relation are:

K0:<OE\5]0E>:<(1) 10_7>, K1:<1Eyg\oE>:<8 \?)

Master Equation: Assuming v = I'"At, where I is the decay rate, the following approx-

imation is made for small At:

LAt
Ko=o0_0,4++\/1—7y0,0_~I1- 5 0+0-

K, ~VI'Ato_

where 0, = |1)(0] and o_ = |0)(1]. The dynamic of the density matrix p is:
pt+At) = Kip(t) K.
k
Expanding to first-order in At, the Lindblad master equation is derived:

dp 1
a1 (U—PU+ 3 {U+U—7P})

Generalized Amplitude Damping (GAD)

The Generalized Amplitude Damping (GAD) channel models the interaction of a two-
level quantum system (qubit) with a thermal bath at finite temperature. It captures both
energy relaxation and thermal excitation, making it particularly useful for systems where

the environment has a non-zero temperature.(de Oliveira et al., 2020)
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Kraus Operator for GAD channels The generalized amplitude damping (GAD) chan-

nel can be described by considering two distinct probabilities:

* Probability 1 — £ (ground-state dominance):

£10)5|0) g = [0)s]0) &,
EM)sl0)r = /1 —=71)s|0) e + /7[0)s[1) 5.

* Probability ¢ (excited-state dominance):

EM)sile = [1)s1)e,
€10)s|l)e = V1 =70)s[1) 2 + v71)s]0)p-

The interaction of the qubit with a thermal bath is characterized by the thermal popula-
tion £ of the excited state |1) and the ground state |0). The Kraus operators,satisfying the
completeness relation Z?:o K ZT K; =1, for the GAD channel are defined as follows:

Ko=\/1—§<1 ! ) fh:\/l—&(o ?)

0 vI—7 0
- 0 0 - N
KQ_\/E<W—7 0)’ K?’_\/g(o 0)’

Here:
» v =1— e * is the decay probability over time ¢, where ) is the decay constant.

* £ €[0,0.5] is the thermal population of the excited state, defined as:

1

&= 1+ efe’

where 5 = kp is the Boltzmann constant, and energy gap ¢ = €5 — ¢ .

_1
k5T °

Master Equation The dynamics of the GAD channel can also be expressed in the Lind-

blad form of the master equation:

dp _

1
— = —ilH pl+ > (LipLi = S{LL Ly, p}),
k

where the second term is the Lindblad dissipator, and L are the Lindblad operators:

Ly = v I(1 = §I[0){1],
Ly = VTEL)(0],
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where v = ['At is the decay rate.

Substituting these operators into the master equation yields:

RS RY S THPS JY N A

The first term represents coherent evolution under the system Hamiltonian H, while the

remaining terms describe relaxation and thermal excitation induced by the thermal bath.

Long-Time Limit In the long-time limit (f — oo, p — 1), the system relaxes to the

o [1-¢ o0
Pthermal = 0 5 .

This state corresponds to thermal equilibrium with the environment.

thermal state:

3.3.2 Depolarizing Noise

Depolarizing noise describes a uniform distribution of errors, such as bit-flip, phase-flip,
or both. This model leads to a complete mixing of the quantum state with the maximally

mixed state.

Kraus Operators:

KO =V 1 _p]L Kl - \/§0x7 K2 - \/go-ya K3 = \/gazu

where p is the depolarization probability, and o, 0,, 0, are Pauli matrices.

Master Equation:

£ (- i),

I=T,Y,2

This equation highlights the uniform distribution of errors across the state space.

3.3.3 Phase Damping

Phase damping describes the change of quantum phase between states, leading the loss
of quantum coherence without energy exchange, such as random phase noise in the envi-
ronment. This process does not affect the populations (diagonal elements of the density

matrix) but reduces the coherence (off-diagonal elements).
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Kraus Operators: The phase damping process can be described by Kraus operators that
implement an action proportional to v[1[0, 1], which is described as the probability of de-

phasing, on |1) state:

*

the evolution under the
¢ 1—a

a
Input a general single-qubit density matrix: p;, = (

phase damping channel becomes:

B a vV1—ve
P= V1i—wvet 1—a

Master Equation: For small Az, assuming v = TAt, where T is the dephasing rate, we

TAt

approximate /1 —v ~ 1 — 5

The density matrix evolves as:

T
p(t + At) — p(t) 0 —5¢
At o
—EC* 0
For small At, we approximate the Lindblad equation:
@A o)

0, 1s the Pauli-Z operator.
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CHAPTER 4

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

4.1 Zero Noise Extrapolation (ZNE)

4.1.1 Theoretical Framework

In noisy intermediate-scale quantum (NISQ) devices, fully error-corrected computation
remains infeasible due to limited qubit count and low gate fidelity. An alternative approach,
Zero Noise Extrapolation (ZNE), attempts to estimate noise-free expectation values by

deliberately amplifying noise and extrapolating the results to the zero-noise limit.

To understand the feasibility of this method, we begin with the Lindblad master equation,

which describes Markovian open quantum system dynamics 11:

Tt = ) = it 0]+ 3 (0] - L)) 09

where L) is a superoperator encoding both the coherent evolution and decoherence effects.
For common noise processes, this yields exponential decay in observable expectation val-

ucs:
E()\) = Tr[Ap(T)] = Eoe ™, (15)

with Ej representing the ideal (noise-free) result and a a model-dependent decay constant.
We now provide explicit derivations for three canonical noise channels to support this

exponential ansatz.

Depolarizing Noise In Qiskit, the single-qubit depolarizing noise channel is defined as:

Exlp) = (1 —A)p+Aé, (16)

where A € [0, 1] is the depolarizing error probability(param_phase in Qiskit), and /2

denotes the maximally mixed state. Its Lindblad form which was derived in Eq. (3.3.2) is:
dp >
—r =D _ (005 = p) = AL(p), (17)
j=1

where we define the Liouvillian superoperator £(p) = Z?Zl ojpo; — 3p. To explicitly

analyze the decay of observable expectation values, consider a generic initial state p(0) =
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d dpy
poo por .Under the Lindblad equation, the off-diagonal elements decay asﬂ = o =
P10 P11 dt dt

. . dpoo dpi
—4Apo1, and the diagonal elements evolve according to e A1 = 2pg0), el
dpoo . . . . .
o Solving these first-order differential equations yields:
3+ (p00(0) — 3) e7> por(0)e
p(t) = —4xt 1 1\ —2xt (18)
p10(0)e 3= (P0o(0) = 3) e
which implies that for coherence-sensitive observables like X and obtains:
(X(#) = (X(0))e™. (19)

Phase Damping The phase damping channel in Qiskit captures dephasing processes,
where coherence is lost without energy relaxation. It is described by the Kraus operators:

10 oo
0 vi—o|l T o vb|’

where b € [0, 1] is the dephasing probability (param_phase in Qiskit).

AOI

Given dephasing rate T = ﬁ with the effective discrete nosie strength A applied per unit
time step At, we compute the time evolution using the Lindblad equation of phase damping

model 3.3.3. The off-diagonal elements decay exponentially:

dt —Tpio(t) 0 At | =Apio(t) 0 ’
which leads to the solution:
Tt
plty=| "0, e
pP1o€ P11

where T is the dephasing rate. This similarly results in exponential decay of X -expectation

values:
(X (1)) = (X(0))e T = Ege . (22)

where o = ¢/At and Ey = (X(0)). This confirms that under phase damping, the X-

observable decays exponentially with respect to the noise strength .
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Amplitude Damping In Qiskit, the amplitude damping channel is described by a set of
Kraus operators modeling energy relaxation into a thermal equilibrium. For a qubit initially

in state p, the channel acts as:
1 1
Eapn(p) = Y ApA}+ D BipB], (23)
=0 j=0

where:

0 vVli—a 0 0
Vi—a 0 0 0
R

where a is the damping strength parameter (denoted param_amp in Qiskit), and p; is the

excited-state population, representing the asymptotic thermal population of the |1) state.

We write the density matrix in standard form by using the Lindblad master equation3.3.1:

o(6) [POO(t) 001(t)] |

pro(t)  pii(t)

Under Eq. (3.3.1), the time evolution of the matrix elements is:

d d d r d r
L =Tpu, b =-Tpu, L =—Cpn, LE=—Zpo 4

dt dt 2 dt 2
This implies that:

[T =pu(0)e ™ por(0)e 2

t) = 25
p( ) plo(o)e_Ft/Q pll(o)e—Ft ( )
The expectation value of the Pauli-X operator is:
(X(1) = (X(0))e™72, (26)

These derivations justify the use of exponential fitting in ZNE. Since all three noise models
preserve populations but degrade coherence, we select (X) as our primary observable. This
quantity is sensitive to the real part of the off-diagonal density matrix elements (pg; + p10),
making it ideal for capturing noise-induced decoherence. In contrast, (Z) depends only on

populations and is thus less informative under dephasing and amplitude damping.
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Gate Folding and Extrapolation To implement noise amplification, we adopt the gate

folding strategy. Any unitary operation U is replaced by a folded version:
U—-Ul=UUU, (27)

which is equivalent to the identity operation in the noiseless case, but introduces additional
noise when applied on hardware or in simulation. For Markovian noise, each application
of a gate followed by noise channel AV, contributes a fixed noise strength \. Repeating the
folded gate ¢ = 2r + 1 times therefore results in a total noise strength (2r + 1)\, Repeating

the folding multiple times effectively increases the noise by a scaling factor ¢, resulting in:
p L UpUt s N(UpUT) s L PRSI e (UpUT), (28)
where N, is the noise channel associated with a single application of U.

Assuming the noise per gate remains constant, the total effective noise strength scales
linearly:
E(cA) = Epe™* + ¢, (29)

with e representing statistical error or model bias. Extrapolation to the zero-noise limit E,

is then performed by fitting measurements at multiple fold factors ¢ € {1, 3,5} using:

fle)=Ae B+ C, E,= lim f(c) = A+ C. (30)

4.1.2 Simulation Workflow

To evaluate the practical effectiveness of Zero Noise Extrapolation (ZNE), we perform a
series of numerical experiments using Qiskit. Our simulation framework is designed to
examine the impact of ZNE across multiple noise models, gate types, and circuit depths.
All circuits are executed with 10,000 shots per configuration, and each setup is repeated

300 times to ensure statistical stability.

Visualizing ZNE Behavior via Noise Scaling We begin by visualizing the core mech-
anism of ZNE using a minimal single-qubit circuit. A Hadamard gate H is applied to the
initial state |0), ideally resulting in an output of (X) = 1. Under amplitude damping noise,
the measured expectation decays with increasing noise strength. To amplify noise artifi-
cially, we apply gate folding at scale factors ¢ € {1,2,3,5,7,9}, resulting in longer circuit
duration and increased decoherence, while preserving logical functionality.

This setup demonstrates how expectation values degrade under noise and how extrapo-

lation can recover the ideal value. The variance due to finite sampling is approximately

Var|E] ~ ensuring reliable statistical convergence.

1
10000°
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Zero Noise Extrapolation for Qubit 0

1.00 - -

0.95 1

—=- Ideal (noise-free)
—— Fitting curve

® Measured

® ZNE Extrapolated

0.90 4

(X_0)

0.85 A

0.80 1

0 2 4 6 8 10
Noise scale

Figure 4.1: ZNE recovery of (X) from a noisy Hadamard circuit under amplitude damping
noise. The extrapolated value closely approximates the ideal expectation.

(1) ZNE Accuracy vs. Noise and Circuit Depth To quantitatively assess ZNE accuracy,
we measure the mean squared error (MSE) between the extrapolated and ideal values across
a variety of noise models and circuit depths. Random single-qubit circuits are constructed
with depths from 1 to 4 using both Clifford gates (H, S, X, Y, Z) and non-Clifford rotations
(R;(m/4), Ry(m/4), R.(m/4)). For each depth and noise model, we simulate the circuit
with and without ZNE, and compute the MSE:

N

1 n 2
MSE = — Z(EZ — Eigeal)”,

=1

where Ei is the ZNE-estimated observable and Fj4., 1S the exact noiseless result. Here, N
is the number of independently sampled random circuits (e.g., 300 repetitions) per noise

setting, providing statistically averaged error estimates.
We consider the following canonical noise models, which have been discussed before:
* Depolarizing noise: Simulates uniform Pauli error with probability p.
» Amplitude damping: Models spontaneous relaxation from |1) — |0).
* Phase damping: Models dephasing with no energy loss.
This evaluation tests how ZNE performance scales with both noise strength and circuit

complexity.

(2) Gate-Specific Fidelity under Mixed Noise Beyond circuit-wide expectation values,

we examine the fidelity of ZNE mitigation for individual quantum gates. Each gate (X,
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Y,Z, H,S5,T, R, R,, R,) is applied to |0), and the resulting noisy state p is compared
against the ideal output o using the state fidelity:

F(p,0) = (Tr\/ﬁpﬁ)Q |

A composite noise model (combining depolarizing, amplitude, and phase damping) is
applied. Gate folding is used to generate a sequence of noise-amplified circuits with
c €{1,2,3,4,5}, followed by exponential fitting to estimate the zero-noise output. Sim-
ulations use Qiskit’s ‘statevector® backend to compute fidelity exactly, avoiding classical
sampling noise. This analysis evaluates whether ZNE generalizes across gate types with

varying noise sensitivities.

(3) Fidelity vs. Circuit Depth under Backend Noise To study scalability, we analyze
how ZNE fidelity varies with increasing circuit depth. Random single-qubit gate sequences
of increasing length are generated, with each gate drawn from the combined Clifford and
non-Clifford gate set. A composite Lindblad noise model is applied uniformly across all

layers.

For each depth, we compare the fidelity of the noisy and ZNE-mitigated output states
against the ideal target. This depth-dependent analysis reveals how circuit complexity

interacts with noise accumulation and ZNE recovery capacity.

Together, these three evaluation schemes—MSE scaling, gate-specific fidelity, and depth-
resolved performance—provide a comprehensive characterization of ZNE effectiveness

under diverse and realistic quantum noise settings.
4.2 Machine Learning-Based Quantum Error Mitigation

To address the challenge of quantum errors in near-term devices, we adopt a supervised
learning-based quantum error mitigation (QEM) strategy. This method is inspired by the
ML-QEM framework proposed by(Liao et al., 2024), which fits noisy circuit outputs to
their corresponding ideal results using data from small-scale circuits. While their study
demonstrated the effectiveness of learning-based mitigation for shallow random circuits,
it did not explicitly address generalization to larger circuits—though such scalability was
highlighted as a promising direction. Our approach extends this idea by incorporating

realistic device characteristics from superconducting quantum processors and structural
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features of quantum circuits, enabling effective error mitigation without relying on large-

scale ideal simulations.

Ultimately, our goal is to apply this method to large-scale circuits executed on real su-
perconducting quantum processors. However, for such circuits, the corresponding ideal
outputs cannot be efficiently obtained due to the exponential growth of the Hilbert space.
To validate the generalization ability of our model in a controlled setting, we simulate both
training and testing circuits using Qiskit’s noise-aware backends. Specifically, we train our
model using small 2-qubit random circuits and evaluate its performance on larger 4-qubit
circuits, both simulated using the same realistic backend (FakeAthensV2) that mimics the
behavior of actual QPUs. This simulation framework allows us to emulate the noise char-
acteristics of a real quantum processor while still accessing ground-truth ideal results via

noise-free simulation, thereby enabling rigorous evaluation of the mitigation performance.

4.2.1 Patch-based ML-QEM Method

Our quantum error mitigation method is based on supervised learning, aiming to predict
ideal measurement expectation values from noisy outputs of quantum circuits executed
on superconducting quantum processors. Inspired by prior works (Liao et al., 2024), we
model the mitigation task as a regression problem that maps noisy observations and rele-
vant circuit/device features to their ideal counterparts. To extend the applicability of the
model to larger circuits, we adopt a local patch model approach, which decomposes large
circuits into overlapping small qubit subsets (patches), applies trained local models on
these patches, and then aggregates their outputs to form a global prediction, which can be

summerized in two stages: training and inference.

Training Phase. We construct a training dataset using randomly generated 2-qubit cir-
cuits (patches). Each training circuit is simulated twice: once under a realistic noise model
to obtain the noisy output, and once ideally (without noise) to obtain the ideal output. The

training process proceeds as follows:

1. Patch Circuit Generation: We generate a large number of 2-qubit circuits with vary-

ing depths, gate configurations, and noise-affected qubit pairs.
2. Feature Extraction: For each patch p, we extract:
* Noisy measurement outputs: (Zi>noisy for each qubit in the patch;

* Device noise features: 71, T5, gate error rates, readout error of each qubit in
the patch;
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+ Circuit structure features: depth, total number of gates, average gates per qubit,

two-qubit gate density, etc.

These features are concatenated into a feature vector x,,, while the corresponding

A

ideal expectation values y, = ((Z;)iqea) S€rve as training labels.

3. Model Training: We train a supervised regression model F, : x, ~ y,, which

minimizes the mean squared error loss:

N
. 2
min > 17057:6) =%l

where 0, are the learnable parameters of the model. In this work, we employ Random
Forest Regression as J,, motivated by its strong performance and robustness in prior
studies (Liao et al., 2024).

Inference and Aggregation. To apply the trained patch model to a larger circuit with
N > 2 qubits, we divide the circuit into overlapping patches of two adjacent qubits. For

instance, a 4-qubit circuit would be divided as:

Q1 ={q, 0}, 2 ={qn,¢}, 9 ={w ¢}

The inference proceeds as follows:

1. For each patch p, extract the same feature vector x,, as used during training, based

on the noisy execution of the full circuit.

2. Feed x,, into the trained model to obtain the patch-wise predicted ideal outputs:
Yo = Fp(Xp)
3. Since each qubit may appear in multiple patches, we average the predictions from

all patches covering that qubit. Let N denote the number of patches that include
qubit ¢, the final predicted ideal expectation value is:

(Zowe = 1 31

where the summation is taken over all patches p containing qubit ¢, and [y, denotes

the component corresponding to qubit 7 within patch p.
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This patch-based structure leverages the locality of noise in quantum processors and eables

the use of small-scale, accurately simulatable circuits to mitigate errors in larger circuits.

Error Metric. To quantitatively assess the performance of the mitigation method, we
compute the discrepancy between the predicted and ideal observables using the ¢ norm
error. Given the noisy outputs (Z)pisy» the ML-mitigated outputs ( Zyy, and the ideal

A

outputs (Z)igeal, we define:

~ ~

<Z>noisy - <Z>ideal

where (Z) = ((Zo), (Z1), ..., (Zn_1))T.

Y

<AZML - <Z>idea1 5

€noisy — ‘ 5 EML = )

A reduction in ey relative to ey indicates successful error mitigation by the model.

Although we report the prediction error using the ¢, norm, this quantity can be easily
converted to the commonly used mean squared error (MSE). Specifically, if a circuit has

N qubits, then the MSE is simply the squared ¢ norm divided by the number of qubits:

E2

MSE = —
N
where € is the /5 error. This allows our results to be compared fairly with methods such as

zero-noise extrapolation (ZNE), which are often evaluated using MSE.

4.2.2 Simulation Setup and Backend Details

In a real quantum error mitigation scenario, the ultimate aim is to correct outputs from
large quantum circuits executed on noisy quantum hardware, where ideal outputs are not
available. To evaluate the patch-based ML-QEM approach, a realistic simulation pipeline
using Qiskit 2.0 and noise-aware backend models was constructed. In particular, we use
the FakeEssexV2 backend, which emulates a IBM’s 5-qubit superconducting processor
with qubit-specific relaxation times (7} ), dephasing times (75), gate fidelities, and readout
errors. On top of these hardware characteristics, we define a custom noise model com-
bining depolarizing, amplitude damping, and phase damping channels to simulate mixed

noise effects. These are used consistently in training and evaluation.

Qubit Topology. To simplify the experimental setup while retaining meaningful qubit
interactions, we restrict the study to the first four physical qubits {qo, ¢1, ¢2, g3} of the
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FakeEssexV2, which form a connnected subgraph with the topology:

qo < > g1 < > G2

]

qs3

Training Data Generation. For each patch, we generate 1000 random 2-qubit circuits
composed of single-qubit rotations (rx, rz) and CNOT gates.These logical circuits are
transpiled () to the FakeEssexV2 backend, which ensures they are physically mapped
to the correct qubit pair and respects the hardware’s gate directionality and native basis

gates. Each 2-qubit circuit is executed under two conditions:

1. Noisy simulation: Using fake provider FakeEssexV2, yielding (Z;)noisy measure-

ments;
2. Ideal simulation: Using AerSimulator withnoise_model=None, yielding (Z;)ideal-

We repeat this process across all selected patch pairs, collecting a training set of approxi-

mately 300 circuits per patch. For each training instance, we extract:

* Device features: 7', 75, gate error, readout error for each qubit; CNOT gate error;

connectivity flag
* Circuit features: circuit depth, gate counts, average gate per qubit;
* Noisy outputs: Pauli-Z expectation values from noisy simulation.

This yields supervised pairs (x,, y,), where x,, is the input feature vector, and y, is the ideal

Pauli-Z expectation values for the patch.

Testing on Simulated QPU. We generate 200 random 4-qubit circuits that use only the

physical qubits {qo, ¢1, g2, g3} on FakeEssexV2 to obtain noisy measurement outcomes
<Zi>noisy;

To apply our patch-based ML-QEM model, we partition each 4-qubit circuit into overlap-
ping 2-qubit patches based on the device topology:

Q1 ={ew, 0}, 2 ={an,¢}, 9s={w e}

For each patch Q,, we extract local features x,,, and apply the corresponding pre-trained
2-qubit model F,, to obtain predictions y, = F,(x,). Finally, for each qubit i, we average

the predictions from all patches containing ¢ to obtain the global ML-mitigated estimate

A

(Zi)m-
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In real experimental settings, ideal reference values (Z;)iq4ea are not accessible due to the
exponential cost of classical simulation. However, since we conduct our experiments us-
ing simulated backends, we are able to generate ideal outputs using a noiseless simulator.
These ideal values allow us to quantitatively assess the accuracy and effectiveness of the

ML-based mitigation.

Evaluation and Visualization. To assess the effectiveness of our patch-based ML-QEM
method, we evaluate prediction accuracy using the />-distance between the mitigated and
ideal Pauli-Z expectation values, as introduced earlier. We focus on comparing the raw
noisy outputs (Z)neisy and the ML-mitigated outputs (Z )y against the ideal baseline (Z)igea

obtained from noiseless simulation.

To visualize the performance across the 200 test circuits, we adopt multiple complementary

methods:

* Error distribution plots display the histogram of errors before and after mitigation,
illustrating how ML-QEM shifts the overall error distribution toward lower values.

* Prediction scatter plots compare the ML-predicted values (Z;)u directly against
their ideal counterparts. A tight clustering along the diagonal y = z reflects accurate

recovery, while deviations expose systematic biases or outliers.

Together, these metrics and visualizations provide both aggregate and per-instance insight
into the performance of the ML-based mitigation strategy under realistic backend noise

conditions.
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CHAPTER 5

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In this section, we evaluate the performance of zero-noise extrapolation (ZNE) on a variety
of quantum circuits subject to different types and strengths of noise. The results are ana-
lyzed using two standard performance metrics: mean squared error (MSE) between noisy
and ideal observables, and state fidelity between noisy and ideal final states. We inves-
tigate how ZNE performs under different noise channels, gate types, and circuit depths,

with a particular focus on its scalability limitations in deeper circuits.

5.1 MSE vs. Noise Strength across Noise Types and Circuit Depths

As shown in Fig. 5.1, the application of ZNE consistently reduces the mean squared error
(MSE) between noisy and ideal expectation values. This trend holds across all three tested
noise models—depolarizing, amplitude damping, and phase damping. Among them, ZNE
proves particularly effective against phase damping, which predominantly introduces de-

phasing without energy loss.

For all noise models, MSE grows monotonically with the noise strength parameter, as
expected. As the circuit depth increases, noise accumulates, and both the raw MSE and
the extrapolated error grow accordingly. Nevertheless, ZNE consistently suppresses MSE

compared to the unmitigated results.
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ZNE vs Noisy MSE under Depolarizing Noise
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Figure 5.1: ZNE MSE vs Noise Parameter p under different noise models. ZNE reduces
MSE especially under phase damping.
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5.2 Fidelity vs. Gate Type under Mixed Noise

ZNE vs Noisy Fidelity (Mixed Noise)

ZNE Fidelity
Noisy Fidelity

Fdelity

rx ry [ s id
single-Qubit Gates

Figure 5.2: ZNE fidelity across different single-qubit gates on a mixed noise model. ZNE
improves fidelity consistently across all tested gates.

To examine how ZNE interacts with different quantum gates, we simulate single-gate cir-
cuits under a mixed noise model combining depolarizing, amplitude damping, and phase
damping noise. As illustrated in Fig. 5.2, ZNE provides fidelity improvements across all
tested gate types, including X, Y, Z, H, S, 7 and rotation gates. The most notable gains
occur for Clifford gates like X and Y.

5.3 Fidelity vs. Circuit Depth under Mixed Noise

ZNE vs Noisy Fidelity vs Number of Single-Qubit Gates (Mixed Noise)

Figure 5.3: Fidelity vs circuit depth on real-device noise model with and without ZNE.
ZNE improves shallow circuits but degrades in deeper ones.

To evaluate the scalability of ZNE, we simulate random single-qubit circuits with increas-
ing numbers of gates, each drawn from a fixed gate set. These circuits are executed under

the same mixed noise model used previously. The results, plotted in Fig. 5.3, reveal that
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state fidelity declines monotonically with increasing circuit depth, reflecting the cumula-

tive effects of quantum noise.

While ZNE is able to partially recover fidelity in shallow circuits—particularly those with
fewer than 15 gates—its effectiveness deteriorates rapidly as circuit depth increases. In
deeper circuits (e.g., 20+ gates), repeated applications of noisy operations drive the quan-
tum state toward a maximally mixed state, effectively erasing any coherence present in the
initial state. In this regime, the fidelity between the noisy state and the original pure state
approaches its theoretical lower bound of 0.5. This results in numerical diminishing in
extrapolating back to the zero-noise limit, especially when using high noise amplification
factors or deep circuits. This behavior is consistent with theoretical studies (Takagi et al.,
2022; Tsubouchi et al., 2023).

These scalability bottlenecks motivate the exploration of alternative mitigation strategies,
such as machine learning-based QEM, which do not rely on analytic extrapolation and
may be better suited to medium-scale noisy quantum devices. In the following sections,
we investigate whether data-driven models can generalize from shallow circuit behavior

to infer error-mitigated outcomes for larger and more complex circuits.

5.4 ML-based results

To evaluate the effectiveness of the machine learning-based quantum error mitigation (ML-
QEM) approach, we analyzed both the error distribution before and after mitigation, as well

as the correlation between mitigated and the ideal expectation values.

On average, fidelity improved from 0.8335 (noisy) to 0.8409 (after mitigation), indicating
that the ML model slightly reduces the impact of noise. As shown in Fig.5.4, the left panel
compares the error distributions before and after mitigation. The mitigated errors (green)

exhibit a narrower distribution centered closer to zero.

The scatter plot in the right panel further supports this conclusion, showing the relationship
between the mitigated predictions and the corresponding ideal values. While some disper-
sion remains—particularly for values near the extremes—the overall alignment along the
diagonal demonstrates that the model captures the dominant trends in the noise-to-ideal
mapping. This is further supported by a strong Pearson correlation coefficient of 0.89

between mitigated and ideal results.

Hardware-aware features, previously introduced in the methodology section play a central
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Error Distribution Before and After ML-QEM
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(a) Histogram of prediction errors before
(red) and after (green) ML-based error miti-
gation.

ML-QEM Predictions vs Ideal
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(b) Scatter plot comparing mitigated predic-
tions versus ideal values.

Figure 5.4: ML-QEM performance analysis

Table 5.1: Feasures across different patches

Feature Description Patch (0,1) | Patch (1,2) | Patch (1,3)
T1 of qubit qO (s) 0.00015 0.00009 0.00009
T2 of qubit q0 (s) 0.00018 0.00016 0.00016
Readout error of q0 0.0342 0.0307 0.0307

T1 of qubit q1 (s) 0.00009 0.00007 0.00006
T2 of qubit q1 (s) 0.00016 0.00009 0.00008
Readout error of q1 0.0307 0.0558 0.0367
CNOT gate error (q0, q1) | 0.0111 0.02774 0.01757
CX direction validity 1 1 1
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role in guiding the model’s learning process. Table5.1 provides a comparison of these
features across the three evaluated 2-qubit patches: (0,1), (1,2), and (1,3). From the table,
we observe that Patch (1,2) has the highest CNOT gate error and readout error among the
three, while Patch (0,1) has the longest coherence times for qubit 0. Patch (1,3), on the
other hand, shows moderate values across most metrics. These physical characteristics
reflect the diversity of noise profiles encountered during training and motivate the use of

patch-specific models to account for such variations.

Rather than assuming uniform behavior across all qubit pairs, our framework tailors the
model to each patch, enabling it to learn localized noise-response patterns. The resulting
R? scores—0.8600 for Patch (0,1), 0.9186 for Patch (1,2), and 0.9219 for Patch (1,3)—
demonstrate that the model is capable of capturing these feature-conditioned relationships

and achieving accurate prediction within each noise context.

To further evaluate the scalability and generalization of our ML-QEM framework, we con-
ducted two additional simulations targeting different inference regimes. The first test used
2-qubit circuits for both training and evaluation, with circuit depths ranging from 2 to 11.
In this case, the training circuits and test circuits shared the same patch configuration and
noise environment. As shown in Fig.5.5a, the model consistently reduced MSE across
all depths compared to the unmitigated results. Even as circuit depth increased beyond
the training range (e.g., depth 9-11), the model still demonstrated partial transferability,

capturing observable trends in noise-affected measurements.

MSE vs Circuit Depth (Gate Count) MSE vs Circuit Depth (Gate Count) for Patch(0,1)

012 Noisy MSE Noisy MSE
—e— Mitigated MSE (RF) —e— Mitigated MSE (RF)

Mean Squared Error

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Number of Gates in Circuit Number of Gates in Circuit

(a) native 2-qubit circuits aligned with the train-  (b) patch-wise inference in larger entangled cir-
ing distribution. cuits.

Figure 5.5: Comparison of ML error mitigation MSE across different gate depth:
(a)2-qubit circuits used during training and testing. The regression model is trained on
circuits confined to single 2-qubit patches.

(b) Testing on 4-qubit circuits with (Z,Z;) as the observable of interest. Although the
model is trained only on patch(0,1), interference from patch(1,2) and patch(1,3) introduces
additional noise.
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In the second experiment, we introduced more complex scenarios by testing on 4-qubit cir-
cuits with entangled interactions. Specifically, training was still conducted using circuits
confined to patch (0,1), but the test circuits included additional entanglement from patch
(1,2) and patch (1,3), simulating a more realistic and noisy local environment. This setting
mirrors a common structure in larger superconducting layouts, where localized gates may
still be affected by crosstalk or nearby operations. As seen in Fig.5.5b, although the added
interference degraded overall performance—as expected—the model was still able to re-

duce the MSE on patch (0,1), validating its ability to generalize to entangled subcircuits.

These simulations serve to complement the full 4-qubit ML results presented earlier, where
mitigation improvements were modest. By isolating specific circuit patches and evaluating
their behavior under both clean and entangled conditions, we provide additional evidence
that patch-based ML-QEM can scale with circuit complexity and retain localized effec-

tiveness in larger systems.

Future work may explore deeper architectures (e.g., graph neural networks), adaptive train-
ing strategies, or integration with hardware calibration data. Additionally, robustness un-
der distributional shift and improved tail performance could be addressed via outlier-aware
objectives or transfer learning, further enhancing the model’s deployment viability on near-

term quantum devices.

5.5 Comparison and Discussion of QEM Strategies

Next, we will compare the three quantum error mitigation (QEM) strategies by combining
the simulated results discussed before, highlighting their respective strengths, limitations,

and suitability for near-term quantum devices.

ZNE operates by amplifying the existing noise and extrapolating the observed measure-
ments back to the zero-noise limit. On the one hand, our simulation results confirms that
ZNE is effective in reducing MSE and improving fidelity across a range of noise models
and gate types, especially in circuits with limited depth. This makes it a promising tool
for near-term quantum applications that rely on shallow variational or measurement-based
protocols. On the other hand, the method’s performance degrades significantly as circuit
depth increases. This limitation stems from both the intrinsic instability of extrapolation
at large noise amplification factors and the exponential increase in sampling cost (Temme
et al., 2017). In addition, the method assumes a smooth and well-behaved response of

observables to noise amplification, which may not hold under strongly non-Markovian or
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hardware-specific noise interactions.

Probabilistic Error Cancellation (PEC) is theoretically capable of exactly inverting noise
channel and can recover the ideal output by representing noisy operations as linear com-
binations of ideal ones. However, this technique relies on precise knowledge of the noise

model and suffers from an exponentially growing sampling overhead.

To understand this, consider the depolarizing noise channel as an example. When a quan-
tum gate suffers from depolarizing noise of strength p, the noisy operation can be described
as

uplp) = (L= P)UPUN -

To cancel this noise, PEC constructs the inverse channel:

_ 1 j%
£ =+ e m(XpX LYY + ZpZ) 31)

While this method can in principle restore the ideal expectation values, it introduces sev-
eral critical challenges. First, PEC demands precise knowledge of the underlying noise
model—typically obtained through full noise tomography, which scales exponentially with
qubit count. For a 20-qubit system, this requires on the order of 42 ~ 102 measurements,
posing a significant calibration burden. Second, PEC suffers from a rapidly increasing
sampling cost. In order to cancel out noise, each noisy gate must be probabilistically re-
placed by a mixture of ideal gates with positive and negative weights. This means that a
single run of the original circuit is no longer enough—you need to run many randomized
versions of it and combine their results.Even for modest depolarizing noise levels(p = 0.1)
, the overhead per gate is approximately v ~ 1+ % = 1.13. For 10 gates per qubit - the to-
tal number of gates is N=200 -, the total sampling overhead becomes v?%° ~ 10'° ;making

it intractable on medium-scale implementation.

ML-QEM offers a data-driven alternative that avoids the need for repeated noise amplifica-
tion or explicit noise inversion. In our framework, supervised learning models—trained on
noisy and ideal results of 2-qubit circuits—are used to infer error-mitigated results in larger
4-qubit circuits. This approach is inherently scalable to larger circuits as it does not require
additional quantum resources during inference. Despite this, our ML-QEM framework still
faces limitations in scalability and generality. In contrast to techniques like ZNE, which
can be applied to circuits of varying structure with minimal modification, the ML model re-
quires retraining for circuits with different depths or gate compositions. Moreover, while
mitigation accuracy improves, the absolute gain in fidelity remains modest—suggesting

the need for more expressive models or richer features to unlock further benefits.
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CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION

Quantum error mitigation (QEM) is a critical research direction in the NISQ era, where
hardware limitations preclude the use of full-scale quantum error correction. In this work,
we systematically explored and compared three representative QEM methods—Zero-Noise
Extrapolation (ZNE), Probabilistic Error Cancellation (PEC), and machine learning-based
QEM (ML-QEM)—using a combination of theoretical formulation and numerical simula-

tion on realistic noise models.

Our results demonstrate that ZNE can effectively improve measurement accuracy in shal-
low quantum circuits, particularly under single- and mixed-noise models. However, its
effectiveness diminishes significantly with increasing circuit depth or gate count, due to
numerical instability, extrapolation divergence, and the onset of complete decoherence.
While PEC offers a theoretically optimal solution for mitigating Markovian noise, it is
ultimately impractical for medium-scale systems such as our 20-qubit target architecture,
owing toits exponential cost in circuit sampling and calibration—rendering it unsuitable

for circuits beyond a few qubits.

In contrast, our machine learning-based approach—trained on small 2-qubit subcircuits
using random forest models—shows clear improvement when applied to new 4-qubit cir-
cuits. Although the increase in fidelity is modest (from 0.8335 to 0.8409), the method has
several practical advantages. Most importantly, it does not require ideal outputs during
testing, which means it can be used even when simulating large circuits is no longer possi-
ble. This makes our approach more scalable and suitable for future quantum devices where
traditional simulation becomes infeasible. In addition, our model is simple to train, runs
quickly, and does not need detailed noise models or changes to the quantum circuits them-
selves. These features make it easy to use in real-world experiments. While this is only
a basic version of the method, the results already show a measurable benefit, and there is

clear potential for further improvement by using more advanced models or better features.

Recent ML-based error mitigation methods—such as those by Liao and Srushti (Liao et
al., 2024; Patil et al., 2025)—achieve good performance, but often rely on deep learning
models trained on large and complex circuits. These methods usually need either other
error mitigation results (like ZNE) as labels, or customized training for each circuit, which

makes them harder to apply generally. By contrast, our method trains on simple, fully
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simulated small circuits and works directly on new circuits without retraining. This makes

it much easier to scale up and apply in practice.

6.1 Recommendation for Future Work

While our results validate the feasibility of patch-based ML-QEM, several directions re-

main open for future improvement:

Adopt more expressive machine learning models: The current framework uses ran-
dom forests for interpretability and ease of training, but advanced models—such as graph
neural networks (GNNs), transformers, or hybrid physics-informed networks—may cap-
ture more complex noise behaviors and offer better generalization to unseen circuit struc-

tures.

Evaluate scalability beyond 4-qubit circuits: Our modular patch-based method is in-
herently extensible to larger circuits. Future experiments should explore applying the
model to 7-, 10-, or even 20-qubit circuits using the same patch inference strategy, and

evaluate how well mitigation quality holds up.

Combine with existing QEM techniques: Hybrid schemes—e.g., using ML to esti-
mate ZNE fit curves or filter PEC sample weights—may allow combining the best of both
worlds: the interpretability and theoretical guarantees of classical methods, with the adapt-

ability and low overhead of machine learning.

Deploy on real quantum hardware: As the final step toward practical deployment,
future work should test this framework directly on IBM QPUs or similar superconducting
platforms. Since our model does not require ideal outputs at inference time, it is well-suited
for real-device implementation. Nevertheless, a key challenge in real-device deployment is
the lack of ideal reference values, which complicates the assessment of whether mitigation

is truly effective.

Moving forward, the integration of physics-informed machine learning with partial noise
knowledge and device-specific topology offers a promising pathway for robust, hardware-
adaptive error mitigation. As quantum hardware continues to scale, such hybrid strategies
may play a key role in bridging the gap between near-term noisy devices and future fault-

tolerant quantum computation.
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